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News /GTA 

Cobourg woman arrested in Peru on cocaine 
smuggling charges 

Deidre Rankin, a 26-year-old aspiring model, and four men were arrested Dec. 26 at 
the airport in Lima after authorities seized 52 kg of cocaine. 
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Diedre Rankin, a Cobourg woman who was arrested in Peru as allegedly part of a group that tried 
to smuggle 52 kg of cocaine out of the country. 

By: Donovan Vincent Published on Tue Jan 04 201 1 

A 26-year-old Cobourg mother is being held in Peru after being arrested for allegedly 
being part of a ring that tried to smuggle 52 kilograms of cocaine out of that country. 

According to reports from Peruvian news agency Andina, Deidre Rankin was arrested 
Dec. 26 at Jorge Chavez international airport in Lima along with four others by the 
country’s National Drug Control Directorate. 

According to the report, Rankin, who was identified as Lulu Deidre Faye Rankin, was 
headed for Panama, then Portugal, and allegedly had bottles containing 12 kilos of 
cocaine. 

One report stated she has begun serving time. 

“It’s really nice to know that I have such caring friends that are so supportive. Thank u 
for ur thoughts,” Rankin recently wrote on her Facebook page. 

“I’ll be strong. I always have been. Just watch over my little angel Ava. I feel terrible for 
her. Much love, I won’t be gone forever, xoxox” she continues. 

Her daughter is 2. 

“Good girl, bad company,” Rankin posted on her Facebook page Dec. 29 at 1:14 p.m. 

Twelve hours later she wrote: “Soon u won’t hear from me. Very sad what ur so called 
friends have you set up from the very beginning.” 
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She also wrote “sorry I let you all down.” 

The other arrested men are nationals from Spain and Mexico, countries where the 
drugs were also allegedly headed. 

According to a report in the local Northumberland News, Rankin was granted access to 
use Facebook from the Canadian Embassy in Peru, where she stayed briefly. She took 
the opportunity to contact her friends. 
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One friend said Rankin was supposed to be headed to Spain for a brief modelling trip. 
She has worked as a model, most recently for a 2009 cover of Beautiful, a women’s 
lifestyle magazine in Cobourg. 

Her friends have set up a new Facebook page in a bid to raise money for a lawyer, and 
to get Rankin basic toiletries and other supplies. She is reportedly being held in the 
Santa Monica Women’s Prison, according to reports. 

The outpouring from her friends has been strong. 

“(Holy) Dee, what happened?” asks one of her Facebook friends, adding “I hope ur okay 
and everything works out for you.” 

On her Facebook page, Rankin calls Toronto her hometown. 

Canadian Foreign Affairs officials are aware of the arrest in Peru. 
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